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Hi friends-
November continues, as does our celebration of Native American Heritage Month
along with it. I hope you are able to join us this Thursday evening at 5:00 PM in the
North Pod of Memorial Union for ODI Family Feast. We will have LOTS of delicious
food, great company, and an opportunity to come together and celebrate our
community here in Orono.
This afternoon, I was fortunate to attend a Lunch and Learn event featuring John
Bear Mitchell, a longtime member of the UMaine community, proud Penobscot and
Passamaquoddy man, and an engaging and inspiring storyteller. His presentation
was on the role of storytelling and oral history in Wabanaki culture, but his message
felt so much bigger.
Aside from sharing stories of how the Wabanaki explain the creation of Mt. Katahdin
and a muskrat who tried to trade tails with a beaver, John's message included a
powerful call to us as people with a divinely beautiful story of our own to share. He
reminded us that stories get more powerful the more they are shared, and
challenged us to stand firmly in our stories without fear that we'll tell it 'correctly' or
that we'll tell it the same way another would.
I think this message translates well to this work we do as well, what we call the work
of diversity, equity, and inclusion. In a world that seems to increasingly value data,
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statistics, and hard evidence, our story remains one of our most powerful tools in
shaping the hearts and minds of our friends, families, and neighbors. Tell your story.
Let it speak for you, your ancestors, the leaders who fought and died so you could
live to tell their story today. Take strength and courage from the many shoulders you
stand on, and let your voice be one that speaks for justice and truth, even in the face
of those who would discount it.
Lastly, it saddens me to share that this will be my last newsletter with the Office for
Diversity and Inclusion, and that I will be leaving my role here at UMaine effective this
Friday, November 19th. I am, of course, excited for new opportunities and challenges
as I continue my work in this field, but I will miss this campus and the people that
have been my home since I was a wide-eyed teenager spending my first summer in
Orono with the Upward Bound program in 2004.
Reflecting on my own story and how intertwined it is with this place, I hope that I
have been able to inspire some of you to push yourselves and the people in your
lives to think big, push back against policies, decisions, and systems that leave some
of us out, and to allow your story to speak through you. Our experiences as
marginalized folks speak volumes more than any study could, and if you're a person
with any kind of power, let my last words in this capacity be a call to you. Listen to the
marginalized folks you work work, teach, and learn with. They are sharing their story
with you, and regardless of how many degrees they hold or how much data they
have to validate their experiences for you, they are giving you a gift that you should
accept with a grateful heart and open mind.
Let our students and staff who have lived entire lives of survival and resilience be
your guideposts and listen to them when they ask for change or support. I love the
University of Maine, I love Orono, and I want to believe that systemic change can be
born and live here, but it has to start with ourselves. I, and so many other past,
current, and future Black Bears, are counting on you.
In solidarity,
Rob Jackson (He/Him)
Staff Associate for Diversity and Inclusion
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Robina Asti, a 99-year-old transgender veteran, is fighting for LGBTQ rights. Robina
passed away in March 2021, but her words remain powerful and compelling today.
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Fidget Toy making program Wednesday, November 17th at noon! We will be
providing beads and yarn to make a woven type of fidget toy, to relieve stress
and anxiety during Fall Break and Finals Week!
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